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Fall 2017 EXCOM Meeting 

25 October 2017 – Whole Hog Café, Bryant, AR 

Attendees: Eric Brinkman (President), Mike Eggleton (President-Elect), Tate Wentz (Past 

President), Casey Cox (Treasurer), Jessie Green (Secretary), JJ Gladden (Education Liaison), 

Forrest Payne (Environmental Liaison),  

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS -Eric Brinkman 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT – Jessie Green 

 Spring EXCOM Meeting minutes have been sent out. 

o Tate Wentz noted that the only thing we haven’t addressed since the Spring 

EXCOM meeting was the revision of the procedural manual.  

TREASURER’S REPORT – Casey Cox 

 Current balance = $24,861.98 

o Renewed Wild Apricot Subscription Annual Renewal 

o Chapter Insurance 

o Plant ID Workshop (refreshments) 

o AFS Certification Reimbursement – (2 – Certifications, 1 – Re-certification) 

o ASU cashed more old checks. Note: this is likely the mystery $250 that Jason 

Throneberry kept noting as extra funds in our account.  

o To do: Look to see what last year’s past Wild Apricot subscription cost. See how 

much prices have increased.  

 Motion to accept Treasurer’s report, Mike Eggleton. Jessie Green – second. All in favor.  

 

APPOINTED OFFICER REPORTS 

NEWSLETTER – Eric Brinkman (for Christy Graham) 

 Deadline for Fall Lateral line submissions for 30 October 2017.  

 Need to submit: articles from Eric Brinkman and Tate Wentz; treasurer’s report; minutes 

from past Spring EXCOM meeting; 2018 Chapter meeting information; webmaster’s 

report.  

 Will postpone newsletter until registration information is available for the 2018 meeting.  
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WEBMASTER REPORT – Eric Brinkman (for Ben Thesing) 

 Subunit contact information is now on the website. 

 Still in need of pictures. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

NOMINATING AND AWARDS COMMITTEE – Tate Wentz 

 Tate hasn’t received any nominations for Joe Hogan or Robert M. Jenkins awards.  

 Will be accepting nominations for President and Secretary.  

 Jeff Quinn has a list of past officers and the award recipients.  

 Tate will have to see how long it takes to get the plaques made and then will set deadline 

for nominations. 

ACTIVITIES AND RAFFLES - Eric Brinkman (for Eli Powers)  

 Eli wants to get with TN activities committee to coordinate activities and raffles to lump 

together and split the proceeds at the end.  

 Mike Eggleton will talk to TN about activities. Silent auction has been proposed.  

 Eli is looking for volunteers from around the state to help round up prizes and donations. 

If anyone would like to help from any other areas of the state besides north-central 

Arkansas, he would appreciate the help.  

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE – Forrest Payne 

 Forrest Payne and Jim Petersen worked together to submit comments on Waters of the 

United States.  

 Will likely submit comments on ADEQ’s Assessment Methodology for the 303(d) and 

305(b) Integrated Report.  

 Asked Jessie to participate.  

 Eric mentioned the bylaws indicated multiple people representing different parts of the 

state are needed to serve on the Environmental Affairs Committee. Suggested Forrest 

reach out to people from other parts of the state. JJ Gladden suggested reaching out to 

Sean Saunders.  

 To Do: Include request for committee members in newsletter.  

 To Do: Track down Betty Crump’s current email address.  

 Forrest requested guidance from EXCOM on working together with EAC on submitting 

comments on behalf of the Chapter.  

o Eric responded that EAC should draft the position and president should review 

and sign off on comments. Emphasis should be on responding to issues that affect 

Arkansas directly: pollution issues, flow needs, etc. 

o Forrest asked for feedback regarding how to respond and who the comments need 

to funnel through.  

o Tate responded the bylaws stated proposed resolutions only need to go through 

the Chapter President. 
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EDUCATION LIAISON – JJ Gladden 

 Compiling information for newsletter. 

 Developing a form for science fair judges to fill out. Problems in the past have dealt with 

inconsistencies in reporting.  

 Looking at the subunit contacts, he thinks information for UofA subunit president is 

wrong and out of date.  

 Proposed contacting the advisors and professors at universities for information on what 

kind of workshops or training students need rather than soliciting feedback from the 

students, as well as for updated subunit officers.  

 Poor communication as usual. 

 Forrest Payne or Laura Ruhl can be contacted for UALR. 

 Will be asking for volunteers in the newsletters with science fair dates and soliciting 

Outstanding Student nominees as soon is list up to date.  

PROGRAM COMMITTEE – Mike Eggleton 

 Been in touch with Brenda Pracheil, President-elect of TN Chapter.  

 Working with Shawn Johnston, the Society’s meeting planner. 

 Tentatively agreed Memphis would be meeting locations with Jackson, TN as the 

fallback.  

 Proposed meeting dates: January 24-26th. 

 Learned today that Shawn Johnston has a proposal out of Memphis that he thinks is very 

good. So, Memphis is looking promising.  

 Kicked around the idea of hosting it in a state park. But they can’t handle conferences 

with the size of 200 people.  

 Option A: Marriot Courtyards in Memphis – half a mile from Beale Street.  

o Details $10,000 for food and beverage 

o You get $3,000 credit and 15% off rooms and free meeting space. 

 Option B: Guest House at Graceland (learned of today, all information not yet available) 

is only a year old, with rooms at $139/night.  

o One of the banquets could be at the Elvis Presley Automobile Museum or 

Graceland. 

o 15-17 minute drive to Beale Street, $5 shuttle.  

 TN chapter is about the same size as ours – 100-125 members. 

 Workshop ideas:  

o Tuesday, January 23 – TN wants to do two all-day workshops 

 R workshop and Mussel ID 

o Some interest in Population Dynamics and Mark-Recapture– some interest. Don’t 

know how much.  

o Can split the Mussel ID workshop with a Crayfish workshop.  

o If willing, Bill Posey and Kendall Moles can work with the TN malacologists to 

host this workshop.  

 There would be no social on Tuesday evening.  
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 TN has mentioned that they wanted to keep their auction items and donations separate.  

 TN suggested having the business meeting on Thursday and then wrap up talks on 

Friday.  

o Eric mentioned issue of passing out awards. 

o TN is concerned that since Memphis is so far for their membership that they will 

want to get a head start and leave Friday morning.  

 Award Discussion:  

o TN only gives awards to students for 1,2,3 place for poster and presentations. 

o Leave professional talks for Friday morning, and then we can still give the awards 

for students on Thursday night.  

o AR and TN will be giving separate awards. Jessie recommended we give joint 

student awards.  

o TN gives $500 travel awards for first place winner to oral and poster winners to 

go to the national meeting. If they don’t go, then they don’t get the award. TN 

doesn’t do best professional paper award.  

 Business Meeting Discussion:  

o Casey asked how business meetings would work if they would be separate.  

o Mike asked if we had any committees or technical group that wanted to meet after 

the business meeting.  

 Eric said they could just meet on their own that Mike didn’t need to 

schedule that for them.  

 EB noticed in the bylaws that it was originally a president’s breakfast so if Mike would 

rather have breakfast than lunch then he could switch it if he wants.  

 JJ said that the student socials are usually the hour before and impromptu. Could be an 

hour before the welcome social.  

 Will have two weeks to respond to Elvis Presley location bid.  

 Mike said that TN is concerned about keeping registration under $100.  

o Eric said that we just set it to what we need to cover the expense of the meeting.  

o JJ said the only consideration would be if the facility requires we use their food or 

beverages that are outlandishly expensive.  

 

2020 SDAFS MEETING COMMITTEE – Eric Brinkman (for Ben Batten) 

 Ben Batten and Tate Wentz co-chairs. 

 First choice for meeting dates: 20-23 February 2020.  

 Setting up a chair and committee structure for meeting. 

 Visited with Marriot and Double Tree Hotel. 

 Contacted Shawn Johnston for assistance with contracting for this meeting.  

 Tate said they are trying to stick as closely to the committee structure and positions for 

the 2013 AFS meeting and those people will begin reaching out to their committee 

members around the first of the year to fulfill the roles they carried out in 2013.  

 Mike mentioned that Ben Batten had reached out to him a year ago to fulfill the finance 

committee chair role.  
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AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 

STATE FISH – Eric Brinkman (for Justin Homan) 

 No headway has been made since 2017 Spring meeting. 

 Eric encouraged Justin to make use of the interim period to reach out to legislators now to 

help get the ball rolling once back in session. 

 Status: decision was made to have two state fishes (game and nongame). Criteria have 

been selected for evaluating game species. Committee has lost steam.  

 

SUBUNIT REPORTS 

 No subunits present.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

2020 SEED MONEY – Eric Brinkman 

 Failed to discuss at Spring EXCOM meeting. EXCOM needs to vote on amount.  

 In 2013 they got $5,000.  

 Eric motioned for EXCOM to set aside $5,000 for seed money for the SDAFS meeting. It 

is assumed Chapter will get that money back, plus some, hopefully.  

o Discussion:  

 If additional funds are needed, EXCOM will have to vote to approve. 

 Donations will be solicited from SDAFS Chapters.  

 The Chapter made $18,000 from the 2013 National meeting. 

o EXCOM voted unanimously approved.  

 Mike asked if AGFC would be donating again. Donated $25,000 for the 2013 National 

meeting.  

 Expected attendees: 450-500.  

FUNDING REQUEST GUIDELINES – Eric Brinkman 

 Chapter is getting an increased number of requests for donations from chapters and even 

unrelated organizations. Asked whether we should set a limit or a percentage.  

 Jessie asked if there was an ideal amount that we should keep in our bank account.  

o Casey asked if we should have a rule of thumb that we keep at least $10,000 on 

hand. Everyone agreed this was a good idea.  

 Mike suggested $1,000-$2,000 a year for donations, $500 maximum per request. 

o JJ clarified if this was just to outside sources if we would still have other 

considerations for inside requests.  

 Eric suggested limiting donations to a given entity to $500.  

o Mike responded that we should put in our procedural manual that our standard 

maximum donation is $500, but not a mandate.  

 Discussion of priority funding:  

o Meeting support – divisional and national AFS, special symposiums.  
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o AFS Mission related projects hosted in AR.  

o Student subunit travel requests. 

 To Do: Eric and Tate will be drafting something for procedural manual.  

 Discussion of request for out of state Flow workshop funding:  

o Concerns over funding dues to out of state and amount of request. 

o Jessie proposed Chapter could fund student travel award for the conference. 

2013 PROFITS – Eric Brinkman 

 Mike and Tate are working together on 2018 workshops. 

 Chapter’s Survey on workshop interest from 2015: 

1. Aquatic Plant - Done 

2. Side Scan Sonar - Done 

3. Population Dynamics 

4. Population Modelling Software 

5. Statistics 

6. GIS – difficult because of software 

7. Fish ID  

8. Fish Aging 

9. Dave Rosgen Applied Fluvial Geomorphology Workshop 

 To Do: resurvey Chapter for workshop interest. 

 Jessie recommended a ModelBuilder workshop for GIS. 

o To Do: Jessie will send GIS Class information to EXCOM about a class that 

UALR hosts periodically. UPDATE: Instructor: Ken Wilkerson, TeachMeGIS, 

www.teachmegis.com, info@teachmegis.com.  

o JJ suggested UCA may have a good lab space as well.  

 AFS certification reimbursement expires December 2017.  

 

http://www.teachmegis.com/
mailto:info@teachmegis.com

